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40D- 24. 001 Policy and Purpose

(1) The Governing Board finds that water conservation
iscritical toensure an adequate water supply for thecitizens of the
District. The Governing Board further finds that the i nplenentation
and use of Xeri scape | andscapi ng, as definedin section 373.185, F.S.,
significantly contributes tothe conservation of water. The Governi ng
Board further supports adoption of | ocal governnent ordi nances as a
signi ficant neans of achi evi ng wat er conservati on t hrough Xeri scape
| andscapi ng.

(2) The Governing Board intends for the programcreated by this
chapter to encourage all | ocal governments withinthe District to adopt
new ordi nances or anend existing ordi nances, as expeditiously as
possi bl e, torequire Xeri scape | andscapi ng for devel opnent permtted
after the effective date of the new ordi nance or anendnent.

Specific Authority: 373.044, 373.113, 373.185 F. S. Law | npl enent ed:
373.185 F.S. History--New 8-23-92.

40D- 24. 010 Definitions.
(1) As used throughout this chapter:

(a) "Local governnment" neans any county or nunicipality of
the state whose seat of governnment is located within District
boundari es,

(b) "Xeriscape Landscape” neans a type of quality
| andscapi ng t hat conserves wat er and protects the environnment by usi ng
site appropriate plants, an efficient watering system proper planni ng
and desi gn, soil analysis, practical use of turf, the use of nul ches
(which may include the use of solid waste conpost) and proper
mai nt enance,

(c) "Xeriscape ordinance” neans any new ordinance,
| andscape code or anmendnent to an exi sting ordi nance or code that
requires all devel opnent permtted after the effective date of t he new
ordi nance, code or amendnent to use Xeriscape | andscapi ng.
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Specific Authority: 373.044, 373.113, 373.185 F. S. Law | npl enent ed:
373.185 F.S. History--New 8-23-92.

40D- 24. 020 Incentive Program

(1) Anylocal government withinthe D strict whichis considering
adopting a Xeriscape ordinanceiseligiblefor theD strict's incentive
pr ogram

(2) The D strict'sincentive programconsists of the foll ow ng:

(a) Providing information on the nerits of Xeriscape
| andscapi ng - The District shall provideto each | ocal governnent that
qualifiesfor the District's Xeriscape | ncentive Programi nfornation on
the nmerits of Xeriscape | andscaping. This information shall explain
the principles of Xeriscape | andscapi ng whi ch i ncl ude pl anni ng and
desi gn, appropri ate choi ce of plants, soil anal ysis whi ch may i ncl ude
t he use of solid waste conpost, efficient irrigation, practical use of
turf, appropriate use of nulches, and proper nmaintenance. This
informati on may be in the formof brochures, denonstrations, nenos,
t echni cal publications, technical assistance or oral comunicationwth
District staff. Tothe greatest extent possible, thisinformationwll
be tailored to the specific problens and environnental conditions of
t he | ocal governnment.

(b) Cost-benefit anal ysis - Sections 125.568 and 166. 048,
F.S., require the governing body of every | ocal governnent to consi der
enacting a Xeri scape ordi nance by October 1, 1992. |[f the governing
body of a | ocal governnment within the District determ nes that the
benefits of adopti ng a Xeri scape ordi nance out wei gh t he costs, sections
125. 568 and 166.048, F.S., require that | ocal governnment to adopt a
Xeri scape ordi nance. For each | ocal governnent that qualifies for the
District's Xeriscape I ncentive Program the District will assi st that
| ocal governnment in determ ning whether the benefits of requiring
Xeri scape | andscapi ng out wei gh t he costs within that | ocal governnent's
jurisdiction. The District's assistance to the |l ocal governnment may
consi st of technical information onthe costs and benefits of Xeri scape
| andscapi ng, or referral to ot her agenci es that can provi de information
the local government my need to perform its cost-benefit
determ nati on.

(c) The amount, type, and formof the information on the
merits of Xeriscape |andscaping and the cost-benefit analysis
assistance the District provides to the | ocal governnent shall be
determ ned by Di strict staff based on t he needs of the | ocal gover nnent
and the availability of District resources.
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(d) For those | ocal governnments which have a water use
permt which requires the preparation of a Water Conservation Pl an, the
District will provide anincentiveto encourage theselocal governments
t o adopt a Xeri scape ordi nance by al |l ow ng t hese | ocal governnents to
adopt a Xeriscape ordinance as part of their Water Conservation Pl an.

Specific Authority: 373.044, 373.114, 373.185 F. S. Law | npl enent ed:
373.185, F.S. History--New 8-23-92.

40D- 24. 030 Incentive Program - Qualifying.

(1) Toqualifyfor theD strict's Xeriscape I ncentive Program
a local government nust submt to the District a draft Xeriscape
ordi nance alongwith aletter froman aut hori zed nenber of that | ocal
government's governing body stating that the |ocal government is
consi dering adopti ng the draft Xeri scape ordi nance and requesti ng t hat
the | ocal governnent be qualified under the District's Xeriscape
| ncentive Program

(2) Thedraft Xeriscape ordi nance t he | ocal governnment submts
to the District to qualify for the District's Xeriscape |Incentive
Program nmust include, at a mninum the foll ow ng:

(a) Landscape design, installation, and maintenance
standards that result in water conservation. Such standards shal
address the use of site specific plants based on adaptability to the
site's climte, soils, geology, and topography, the use of plant
groupi ngs based on watering needs, soil analysis including the
pronoti on of the use of solid waste conpost, efficient irrigation
systens or nethods, nul ching where conpatible with plants and soi
type, and other water-conserving practices.

(b) Identificationof plant species that are prohibited or
have been designated as "invasive" plant species.

(c) ldentificationof controlled plant speci es, acconpani ed
by the conditions under which such plants nmay be used.

(d) Aprovisionspecifyingthe maxi numpercent age of turf
and the nmaxi mum percentage of inpervious surfaces allowed in a
Xeri scape | andscape area and addressing the practical selection,
installation and irrigation of turf. A programto encourage the
preferential use of pervious surfaces and drought resistant turf grass
over inpervious surfaces and traditional turf grasses.

(e) Specific standards for | and cl eari ng and requirenents
for the preservation of existing native vegetationas apriority over
the installation of irrigated turf areas.

(f) Anonitoring programfor ordi nance i npl enent ati on and
conpl i ance.

24-3



DECEMBER 2000 XERI SCAPE | NCENTI VE PROGRAM CHAPTER 24

(3) The District has devel oped a nodel | andscape code which
i ncorporates the principles of Xeriscape |andscaping. A draft
Xeri scape ordi nance submtted by a | ocal governnent which contains
substantially the same requirenents as the District's nodel code shall
be presuned to sati sfy the requirenents of subsecti on 40D 24. 030 (2),
F.A.C., and qualify the local governnent for the District's Xeriscape
| ncentive Program

(4) District staff shall determ ne whether theletter submtted
by t he | ocal governnent satisfies therequirenents of subsection 40D
24.030 (1), F.A C, and whet her the draft Xeri scape ordi nance subm tted
by t he | ocal governnent conplies with subsection 40D-24.030 (2), F. A C

Specific Authority: 373.044, 373.113, 373.185 F. S. Law I npl enent ed:
373.185 F. S. Hi story--New 8-23-92.
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